
Minutes of the Annual Membership and Board of Directors Meeting
Held at the Farmers Pantry, 6717 SE Milwaukie Ave. Portland, OR 97202 

As directed by the Corporate By-Laws, the annual meeting of the current Members was held at the 
above location on April 4th, 2015, a week earlier than normal so as not to conflict with other events.

The meeting called to order & chaired by President Chris Palmer at 1:12 PM., Ron Preston took the 
minutes. Chris opened the meeting with a “Thank You” to the Hosts at the Farmers Pantry, and 
welcomed the 51 members that were present. 
She then Introduced the corporate officers & directors that were present; beginning with Tony 
McCormick-Vice President, Ron Preston-Secretary, Jim Miernyk-Treasurer, Chuck Palmer-membership 
director, Linda Leavitt-volunteer director, Christine Weinmeister-Express Editing director, John Prunty-
publishing director, and Pat Connell-advertising director. She advised that Liz Crain-President of 
Roseburg Chapter & Ken Cartright-President of the Salem-Mill City Chapter were unable to attend, and 
that Jim Miernyk had been appointed by the board to fill a director vacancy since the last meeting. John 
Hart was introduced as the new web master.

Treasurer’s Report: Jim reported that the OBA has $10,300 available in its operating account, and 
$4,300 in the Chicks Kids savings account. He acknowledged the receipt of a $27 grant from Dave 
Allmen. He further expressed his, and the Directors’, appreciation to our former Treasurer John McCoy 
for all his time consuming work with setting up the Quick Books accounting system and providing a 
handbook for aiding in future position transfers. The OBA board has agreed to send John a special thank 
you with a gift certificate for all his fine efforts.

Secretary’s Report: Ron Preston provided a printed full page review of the actions and resolutions taken 
by the Board of Directors since the last meeting. He highlighted the donations, grants and events that 
took place last year and thanked everyone for their generosity and support.

Chick’s Kids: Stacy Harnew advised everyone of a monthly jam for the kids at her home in Sherwood 
on the second Sunday of every month. Also, the need for instructors and more kids to participate. They 
perform and hold work shops at various festivals around the northwest. She advised of a recent music 
scholarship to a university, and a trip to Nashville. They are planning an annual get together event in 
August, with a date yet to be confirmed, so watch the website calendar. 

BG Express: Christine Weinmeister advised that they could not publish such fine content without Claire 
Levine’s continuing supply of interesting articles, short stories, and interviews, and their copy editor, 
Nancy Christie doing such a great job proof reading each article. She advised of the fine article written 
by John McCoy about Claire in this quarter’s publication. The OBA directors will be sending Nancy a 
Letter of appreciation directly.

Volunteers: Linda Leavitt advised that she will be forming a committee to provide event support and 
assistance to merchandise sales. Anyone interested in helping out is encouraged to contact her, or one of 
the signup sheets. She advised that she will be teaching a “Learn to Jam” class at the upcoming Tabor 
Grass event. “Don’t be afraid to have fun”, volunteer…



Jams: OBA jams Sunday’s at Lola’s Room and Biddy McGraw’s, 1st Sunday every month Portland 
Audubon Center, 3rd Sunday every month Roseburg, 3rd Sunday (Oct.-May) Salem. 

Up coming Events: Chris reminded everyone of our first sponsored concert May 8 at the St. David’s 
Church, and both Alberta Rose concert and the Steeple Grass event on May 17 in Battle Ground, WA. 
On June 18 we will hold our second concert at St. David’s with Russell More & IIIrd Tyme out.

Meeting was adjourned by Chris at 2:01 PM.

Email report from Liz Crain;

First, I apologize for not being there in person. I look forward to the General Meeting each 
year as a time I can meet and talk with you all and reconnect.

The Roseburg Chapter is still going strong.  We have $2,427 in our account at the credit union.    
Attendance is good at our monthly jam - 3rd Sunday of each month.  We were surprised and pleased 
when Ron Preston showed up at our January Jam - driving all the way from Mt. Hood.  He brought us an
OBA "care package" of goodies - OBA Banner and Tablecloth to use at events, hats and drink cozies, 
bumper stickers and fun buttons to sell; and much needed extra copies of the Express to give to 
prospective new members.  Ron, we've sold 3 hats so far. 

Events we're looking forward to in the Roseburg area - First and foremost: -   The Eagleview 
Bluegrass Family Festival, Aug. 28th-30th.  Its the sweetest little festival.  No big-name bands but all the
attendees are musicians and pickers.  The jamming is great!  Details on the OBA Events Calandar.  It's 
worth the drive to get  there, honest. 

A new event this year is the Myrtle Creek Bluegrass Festival, Sept. 11th and 12th at Millsite Park
in Myrtle Creek.   There'll be bands and jamming.  RV camping available.


